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  FEBRUARY 2019 

The Bethany  

Blueprint 

Though I’ve never partaken, not out of avoidance mind you but rather     

because it’s never presented itself as a possibility, Cherries Jubilee sounds 
to me like a wonderful dessert!  A sweet and sultry concoction composed 

into a celebration of one of my favorite flavors. Not only is that so but who 
doesn’t love the word “Jubilee”?  A Jubilee: a celebration of extraordinary 

significance, a party’s party, a wingding and shindig all rolled into one 
grand festival!   

 
Bethany is celebrating its Diamond Jubilee (75th) Anniversary in 2019. 

 

In the Old Testament, the Year of Jubilee was a physical expression of the 
truths that all things belong to the LORD and that a relationship with Him 

was more precious than anything—even diamonds.   (Or, as we've come to 
say at Bethany, "Our stuff is not our stuff!" & "We are not our own!")  Ira 

Gershwin perhaps captured this sentiment well when he said, “Life is one 
long Jubilee.”  How true it is that life in Christ is one long celebration; or 

shall we say an eternally long celebration!   

 
Our congregation’s life span, Bethany’s story, has come to a point worthy of 

a grand festival. Throughout the year we will find ways to celebrate this 
milestone. We will have opportunities to serve our community during its 

75th through something you can read more about in this issue of Chimes: 
75 FOR 75. In the days and months to come you will hear about gatherings 

to celebrate our anniversary, special worship service(s) and ways to support 

the next 75 years of ministry. One way is by keeping Bethany, its members 
and ministry in your prayers, this one will take about 7.5 seconds:   

 
Dear Lord Jesus, long ago at Bethany you blessed your 
disciples, more recently at Bethany you blessed 

me!  May future generations of disciples be blessed by 
you at Bethany to the glory of you name and the 

'jubilee' of many.  Amen. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
-Pr. Kevin Kritzer 

http://www.bethanylutheran.org
mailto:acoleman@bethanylutheran.org
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Please join the  

Board of Evangelism  

in praying… 
 

As Christians, we are called to pray for one another. The Board 
of Evangelism asks the congregation of Bethany to please pray 
for the following mission partners in the month of  FEBRUARY: 
 

Lutheran Bible Translators 

Concordia Publishing House 

Lutheran World Missions 

Orphan Grain Train 
 

“I thank my God every time I remember you.  

In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with 

joy because of your partnership in the gospel from 

the first day until now, being confident of this, that 

He who began a good work in you will carry it on 

to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”  
—Philippians 1:3 

75 FOR 75 
February Update... 

In January we officially launched our 75 FOR 75 campaign. We had a wonderful response by so many members willing 
to participate in January events. We had multiple people serve at events including the Long Beach Rescue Mission, 
Meals on Wheels in Lakewood, a beach clean up, community prayer walk, and serving at The Gathering in Long 

Beach.   

In case you missed it, here is a recap of 75 FOR 75.   

In 2019 we will witness God’s blessings once again as Bethany celebrates its 75th year. During the church council   
retreat in September Bethany leadership, including senior staff and board chairs, created a goal for 2019. In celebration 
of our 75th year we have set a lofty congregational goal of participating in 75 service projects in 2019. The idea has 

been named “75 FOR 75.”  

These are all opportunities to be the hands and feet of Jesus to those in our community. These events are designed to 
fulfill a portion of the Bethany Blueprint, serving passionately. You will have many opportunities to serve in 2019 as we 
continue with 75 FOR 75.  There are several events being planned for February including serving at the Ronald 
McDonald House, assisting with "Say Yes" at the Gathering in Long Beach and Rise Against Hunger. If you have 
ideas and would like to lead a service project let a member of the Bethany leadership know. You can sign up electroni-

cally for events using this link, bit.ly/75FOR75 (make sure you capitalize FOR).  Thank you serving! 

HELP NEEDED with  
Set Up & Take Down for Sunday Worship 

 

Our Sunday morning worship, now takes place in our  
Gymnasium while the sanctuary is under construc-
tion.  Worship times remain the same: 8:00AM, 9:30AM, 
and 10:55AM.  Fellowship, connections, coffee and donuts 
will still be available in our courtyard.  Ushers will usher, 
lectors will lector, choirs will sing, pastors will preach, wor-
shippers will rejoice and all will be as it has been before, the 
people of God gathered in an unlikely venue to celebrate 
and glorify Him.  
 
OF COURSE, WHILE WORSHIP WILL REMAIN WORSHIP 
– the work that will go into preparing for a worship service 
will increase dramatically. Pews, chancel, sound, pulpit, it’s 
all already in place when we come into the sanctuary     
Sunday after Sunday. Starting NOW... we need to transform 
the gym weekly. Thus we are praying that plenty of us 
would be willing to help.  Perhaps you could assist in  
setting up on a Saturday morning or taking down the 
“tabernacle” on Sunday so Bethany students can hold P.E. 
in the gym come Monday.  We are scheduling our volun-
teers electronically.  By doing this you will also receive 
a reminder email prior to the day(s) you selected.   Use 
this link and schedule your assistance: http://bit.ly/
blcsanctuary. If you do NOT wish to use this method but 
would still like to serve you can also call or email PK.   

http://bit.ly/75FOR75
http://bit.ly/blcsanctuary
http://bit.ly/blcsanctuary


PAGE 3 CHIMES  VOLUME 13, ISSUE 6  

Adult Bible Studies  

for FEBRUARY 

meditative environment with a time of worship that will enrich you 
and provide respite during the middle of the week.   

 

 Living Way is a weekly study that includes home work and per-

sonal reflection in the Word, shared dialogue and group conver-
sation about the portion of the Bible and a short  lesson on the 
same text by a lead teacher. We are currently studying Paul’s 
letter to the Corinthians. Questions? Contact Pr. Kritzer at 
kkritzer@bethanylutheran.org.   

 
THURSDAY Morning: 

 Men's Bible Study meets from 6:30-7:30AM (*New Time) in 

the Parish Lounge. *If you need to leave earlier for work, no 
problem! We‘re always looking for new men to join us, so as your 
schedule allows consider meeting with us as we study God‘s 
Good Word, fellowship, & pray together. We are currently study-
ing the book of Proverbs and will start a new study sometime 
during the month.  

 
 

 Women's Thursday Morning Bible Study: We continue our 

study in the Gospel of Matthew. We meet at 9:30AM in the    
Parish Lounge. It is not too late to join us, and it's such a great 
way to learn more about the Bible and make friends. If you have 
any questions, please call Meg Velez at (562) 426-4262.   

 
SATURDAY Morning: 

 Men’s Breakfast/Bible Study: Our February date is set for 

Saturday, February 16 from 8AM to 9:30AM  in the Parish 
Lounge. We are currently finishing up the Gospel of John and will 
be deciding on a new study! Please pray about your participation 
in this group and consider joining us...and bring a friend! If you 
are able to bring something for the breakfast to share, just let me 
know.  – Karl Fink, DCE 

 

 
Another Study Opportunity: 

 Read the Bible in 2019! It is not too late to make a New Year’s 

resolution this year that can change your life. Challenge yourself 
to read the entire Bible in 2019. It will take hard work and disci-
pline, but the benefits are eternal. Just purchase The One Year 
Bible in a version that is easy for you to read. These books ar-
range the text of the Bible into 365 daily readings. Each day in 
The One Year Bible you will find a selection from the Old Testa-
ment, one from the New Testament, a portion from the Psalms, 
and a selection from the book of Proverbs.  
 

Each week there will be a study posted on the Bethany 
Blog (www.bethanylutheran.blogspot.com) to help you stay 
on track and to communicate insights or ask questions. 
Need more information? Contact Pastor Seth Moorman 
at smoorman@bethanylutheran.org. 

 

SUNDAY Morning/Afternoon: 
February 17...Join us for an All Together Bible Discovery 

Event  @ 9:30AM for your whole family.  
NO regular Bible Discovery this morning.  

 
 

 Lessons of the Day: Every Sunday morning with John        

Schinnerer at 9:30AM in the School Library. This study       
highlights the readings/lesson of the day.   

 

 WellSpring: A Spiritual Formation Class for Women led by 

Mary Kay Esswein & Randa Pearson in the Multipurpose 
Room (Room 215), this study began October 21. Renovation of 
the Heart in Daily Practice: Experiments in Spiritual Transforma-
tion by Dallas Willard and Jan Johnson. Book cost is $12. To 

participate in this study you must sign up. Wellspring: Watering 
souls with the Word and Spirit as He conforms us to the image of Christ.  

 

 Adult Bible Discovery Study: The Old Testament book 
of Ezekiel—This study continues this month and is taught 

by Michael Couey in the Choir Room (Room 130). The book 
of Ezekiel was written during the years of captivity in Babylon 
but prior to the first destruction of Jerusalem in 587 BC. The 
Jews, still shaken from their loss of freedom and captivity held 
out vain hopes that Egypt would come and fight against Baby-
lon and free them to return Judah. The problem was a skin-
deep acknowledgement of God but a gut reliance on the world 
to solve their earthly problems. While the first part of the book 
focuses on sin and judgment, it finishes with a message of hope 
and joy. The Lord God promises His people that He will save 
them with His own right hand! Find out why this book is as rele-
vant today as it was when it was first written and discover some 
of the amazing prophesies that are being fulfilled in our time.  

 

 GriefShare: A NEW session of GriefShare begins on        

Sunday, February 10, 1:00PM in the Multipurpose Room 
#215. More information on GriefShare is printed  on page 9 of 
this newsletter.  

 
MONDAY Evening: 

 Men’s Bible Study Fellowship: We are studying Psalms to 

Song of Solomon. You can learn more by going to Bible Study 
Fellowship website: www.bsfinternational.org. BSF is the parent 
organization to our own Living Way Bible Study. The group 
meets every Monday evening from 6:55-8:30PM in the Choir 
Room. Questions? Contact Don Baldwin at 562-596-0489 or 
donwbaldwin@gmail.com or just show up on Monday night in 
the Choir Room.  *We will NOT meet on April 22, 2019.  

 
WEDNESDAY Evening: 

 Evening Prayer a time of prayer, singing and communion. 

We normally gather on the first and third Wednesday of the 
month at 6:30PM in the sanctuary. You can expect a casual 

mailto:kkritzer@bethanylutheran.org
http://www.bethanylutheran.blogspot.com/
mailto:smoorman@bethanylutheran.org
http://www.bsfinternational.org
mailto:donwbaldwin@gmail.com
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Children’s Ministry - Club 35 News Becca Klemm, DCE Intern (562) 421-4711, ext. 57 

bklemm@bethanylutheran.org  

All 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students...  
We have a great beginning to Club 35. We have been learning about the awesome power of God  through hands on science ex-
periments. We would love to see all 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders at Club 35! All Club 35 Events meet on Wednesday evening from 6:00-
7:00PM in the Multipurpose Room (Room 215); during Lent* we will meet from 5:45-6:45 before the lent worship service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Club 35 Dates for FEBRUARY and MARCH are: 
February 13 & 27  March 13* & 27*  

Club 35 is looking for adult volunteers to join us!  
If interested, contact DCE Intern Becca Klemm at bklemm@bethanylutheran.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All participants need to have completed their 8th grade 
year by the summer of 2019. If you have any questions, 
please    contact Kayleigh Lopez 

(klopez@bethanylutheran.org).   

Please note the following dates:   

 Friday, February 15 - DUE: LCMS Gathering        

Payment of $220.  

 Tuesday, February 19 – Youth Gathering Team 
Meeting from 6:30-7:30PM in the Youth Room; this   
meeting is for the Bethany Youth Participants attend-
ing the Gathering. Please put on your home calendar 
these additional Team Meeting dates on Tuesdays: 

April 30 and June 25.  

 Friday, March 15 - DUE: LCMS Gathering Payment of 

$220.  

 Saturday, April 6, 2019 – SAVE the DATE! Join us for 
our Auction/Dinner Event to help support our partici-
pants in their efforts to go the Gathering! More INFO 

coming soon! 

 July 11-16, 2019 - 2019 Gathering in Minneapolis, 

Minnesota 

Confirmation News:   
Questions regarding our Confirmation program, 

please contact Kayleigh. 
 

*Registration Packet can be downloaded on 
Bethany’s website. If reading this electronically, 
click HERE.  
 

Classes in February are Wednesdays, 
February 6, 13, 20 & 27 at 6:30PM.  

 

Confirmation students needing to take the 
Communion Preparation Class, please note 
that this year’s Communion class begins on 
Wednesday, March 13 at 5:50PM. *See article 
on page 10 of this newsletter for more informa-
tion regarding the Communion class.   
 

No Confirmation classes in March due to 
Lenten worship.  Save the date: March 22-24 
is our Confirmation Retreat, more info com-
ing soon.  
 

May God bless you as you continue in your   
faithful worship of our Heavenly Father!  

 

Kayleigh Lopez, DCE 
klopez@bethanylutheran.org  

 

mailto:bklemm@bethanylutheran.org
mailto:bklemm@bethanylutheran.org
mailto:klopez@bethanylutheran.org
http://www.bethanylutheran.org/ministries/children/confirmation/
mailto:klopez@bethanylutheran.org
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Bethany Youth Ministry News... 

MSG (Middle School Group 6th- 8th Grade) 
We are in FULL swing and there are many opportunities offered to the 
Middle School Group for Spiritual Formation & Fellowship. All info for 
these events can be found on the Bethany Website. 
 

Every Sunday morning  - MSG Bible Discovery  (9:15-10:30AM) in 
Youth Room/Hensley Square Balcony 
 
 

Wednesday, Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27 - Confirmation Class (6:30-8:00PM) 
 

Tuesday, Feb. 12 - Game Day (3:30-4:30PM) 
 

Thursday, Feb. 7 & 28 - MSG Lunch Bible Study (12:30-1:10PM) 
 

Friday, Feb. 8 (8PM) to Saturday, Feb. 9 (8AM) - MSG Lock in 
 

Wednesdays in March - NO Confirmation Class due to Lenten services. 
 

Friday, March 8 - Movie Night (7:00-9:30PM) 
 

Tuesday, March 12 - Game Day (3:30-4:30PM) 
 

Friday, March 22-Sunday, March 24 -  Confirmation Retreat, more 
 information coming soon.  
 

Thursday, March 14 & 28 - Lunch Bible Study (12:30-1:10PM) 
 

All information for these events  
are on Bethany’s Website.  

 

High School Youth Group (gr. 9-12) 
*Sunday morning we meet for breakfast, highs & lows, and a Bible 
study in Youth Room.  
 

*Sunday evenings for Youth Group we meet  in the Youth Room or 
an otherwise noted location. There will be a more in depth study 
accompanied by food, bonding, games, etc. You are welcome to join 
us anytime and are encouraged to bring friends. 
 

FEBRUARY 2019: 
Sunday, Feb. 3 - High School Bible Discovery (9:15-10:30AM); 
 NO High School Youth Group - Super Bowl Sunday 
   

Sunday, Feb. 10 - High School Bible Discovery (9:15-10:30AM);  
 High School Youth Group (4:00-6:00PM)  

Social Media 
Website: www.bethanylutheran.org 
Facebook:  
High School - Bethany Lutheran High School Youth  
 

College - Anchor 
*Both can be found through Bethany Lutheran Church’s Facebook page.  

Apps:  
Church - Bethany Lutheran Church -  Long Beach 
     

School -  Bethany Lutheran School -  Long Beach 
*Both apps can be found in Googleplay or the App Store 

 

High School Youth...Other Social Media:  
Instagram: Bethany_hsg  Twitter: Bethany_hsg 

WhatsApp:  
I’ve started a “WhatsApp” chat for the High School Youth Group. 
“WhatsApp” is a free messaging application on Smart phones that will 
allow for the user to send and receive text messages, calls, photos, 
videos and voice messages. Please consider allowing your child to 
download and use the “WhatsApp” so that this line of communication 
may continue. If you have any questions about this App please feel 
free to email, call or text me.—Kayleigh Lopez 

 

 
 

Kayleigh Lopez—Minister of Youth, (562) 421-4711, ext. 18 

*Preferred Method of Contact -*Text Messages or Call this 

number: (309) 397-6583;  klopez@bethanylutheran.org  

 

Sunday, Feb. 17 - NO High School Bible Discovery, you are     
 encouraged to join with your family at the All Together 
 Bible Discovery Event in the Parish Lounge (9:30-10:30AM); 
 NO High School Youth Group - Presidents’ Day Weekend 
 

 Sunday, Feb. 24 - High School Bible Discovery (9:15-10:30AM);  
 High School Youth Group (4:00-6:00PM) at the Lange’s 
 Home. 
 

MARCH 2019: 
Sunday, March 3 - High School Bible Discovery (9:15-10:30AM); 
 High School Youth Group (4:00-6:00PM)  
   

Sunday, March 10 - High School Bible Discovery (9:15-10:30AM);  
 High School Youth Group (4:00-6:00PM)  
 

Sunday, March 17 - High School Bible Discovery (9:15-10:30AM);  
 High School Youth Group (4:00-6:00PM)  
 

Sunday, March 24 - High School Bible Discovery (9:15-10:30AM);  
 High School Youth Group (4:00-6:00PM)    
 

Sunday, March 31 - High School Bible Discovery (9:15-10:30AM);  
 High School Youth Group (4:00-6:00PM) *Game Night 
 location TBD. 

 

*Dates & events are subject to change.  
You will be contacted with any of those changes. 

ATTENTION: MSG & High School Youth 
The forms for the NEW school year are available for DOWNLOAD 
from Bethany’s website and are on each of the youth groups’      
webpages on our site. There are two forms: the Yearlong Youth 
Ministry Permission Form (Sept2018-Aug2019…needed for youth 
to participate in ANY youth ministry event) and the Use of Personal 
Automobile Form (for parents who might drive at events). Please 
turn in all forms to Kayleigh.  

Anchor (College Age) 
Anchor…If you would like to receive an update via text or social  
media, please contact me. We meet from 6:00-7:00PM in the Youth 
Room. –Kayleigh Lopez 
 
 February 4 (*NO Anchor 2/18) March 4 & 18  
 April 1, 15 & 29    May 13  
 June 3 & 17 

What is your Baptism Date? 

MSG and High School Youth...Please email Kayleigh at    
klopez@bethanylutheran.org the date, month and year of 

your child’s Baptismal Date. Thank you! 

mailto:klopez@bethanylutheran.org
mailto:klopez@bethanylutheran.org
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Bethany’s Preschool:  Tricycle Tidings 
 
Bethany Lutheran Preschool exists:  
 

“To provide quality Christian early childhood education in a safe, loving and caring        
atmosphere; daily teaching God’s forgiveness and love through our Savior, Jesus Christ.” 

Mary Wolfinbarger, Preschool Director, ext. 22                            

mwolfinbarger@bethanylutheran.org 

Have you ever considered a part-time career in Early Childhood?  It does not take much to get 

started.  Please contact Mary Wolfinbarger for more information 

at mwolfinbarger@bethanylutheran.org. 
 

+  +  +  +  +  +  + 
 

If you know of anyone who would benefit from our Christ-centered developmentally appropriate 

program, please have them contact the director, Mary Wolfinbarger, for more information on the 

center or to schedule an appointment for a tour, at (562) 429-7335 or mwolfin-

barger@bethanylutheran.org.   

You can also visit our website at www.bethanylutheran.org. 
 

In February, the teachers are preparing for our second set of developmental assessments.  Our comprehensive curriculum cov-
ers all areas of development including: spiritual, social/emotional, English/language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, 
physical education, and fine arts.  We are looking forward to celebrating our students’ achievements with their parents at our 
Parent Conferences on March 1.  We invite our congregation to share in the celebration at our Science Fair Open House on 
Friday, March 8 at 6:00PM. 
 
We give thanks and praise for our grandparents and extended family members who love us, care for us, and provide moral and 
spiritual guidance.  Bethany Lutheran Church Preschool cordially invites all Grandparents of children ages 2-5 to our         
Grandparent’s Day Celebration on Saturday, March 2 from 9:00-11:00AM in the Gym. We thank you for being part of our 
Bethany family and hope that you and your grandchild will be able to come to our special morning on March 2.  Please note that 
your grandchild does not need to be a current student at our preschool to attend. RSVP to Mary Wolfinbarger by emailing her at  
mwolfinbarger@bethanylutheran.org. 
 
We have enjoyed being a part of the children's growth this year spiritually, emotionally, cognitively, socially, academically and 
physically and look forward to providing that continuity of care for our children and families next year.  Priority registration for our 
current families and church families begins in February for next year for both preschool and kindergarten.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Dates at the Preschool: 
    February 14 - Valentine's Day party 
    February 18 - President's Day- preschool is Closed 
    March 1 - Parent Teacher Conferences- preschool is Closed 
    March 2 – Grandparent’s Day 
    March 8 – Curiosity Fair Open House 
    March 31 – Preschool sings in church at 10:55AM 

mailto:nseaman@bethanylutheran.org
mailto:mwolfinbarger@bethanylutheran.org


Bethany Lutheran School News... Dr. Mary Fink-School Principal, ext. 17                              

mfink@bethanylutheran.org 

 

*Christ-centered     *Academically Strong 
 

*Respectfully Operated     *Fully Accredited 
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God sent a Valentine ‘specially for you!  His name is Jesus, the Savior of the world! 
 

Recruitment/Enrollment 
You’ll see information about this elsewhere in the Chimes (on page 10) from our Admission Director, Kathy 
Tucker.  Just a reminder to continue to spread the good word about our school ministries, Preschool-Grade 8, 
and let us know if there are any interested families we should contact.  Thanks! 
 

Host Homes 
Bethany will be providing a school experience for some Japanese students and we will need host homes.  Host families are reim-
bursed $540 for hosting two students or $360 for hosting one teacher.   
Details: 

 The students arrive March 28 and depart April 3.  

 Schedule:  
  - March 28 - Meet and go home with host family 
  - March 29 -We do not have school that day, but the Japanese students will be visiting Bethany for an English 

  language experience in the morning, then a beach excursion in the afternoon.  
  - March 30 -The students will be gone for the day.  
  - March 31 -The students will spend the day with their host families.  
  - April 1 - The students will attend Bethany for half the day, then have a field trip.  
  - April 2 - The students will attend Bethany for half the day, then have a field trip.  
  - April 3 - The students depart EARLY in the morning. 

 Students are hosted in groups of 2 or more of the same gender.  They range in age from 8-15.  

 Requirements for the host family: 
  - Two beds (can be in the same room and can be mattress/airbed on the floor)  
  - Breakfast and dinner each day  
  - Transportation to and from Bethany each day.  
  - A willingness to open your home and your heart to new students and new experiences and a desire to be an  
   ambassador for Christ and for America.  

 We need approximately 12 host homes!  Please contact Dr. Fink if you are interested. 
 

We love our Trustees 
You probably have your own honey-do lists for your homes. So do our Trustees, but they faithfully check items off “Dr. Fink’s Fix-it 
List for Bethany” every month.  Have you seen all the work they do???  They’ve been ESPECIALLY busy during the Renaissance 
project.  We’re so thankful for our trusty Trustees.  
 

It is joy to serve with you!  
 

Dr. Mary Fink 
Principal 

mailto:mfink@bethanylutheran.org
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Family Ministry Moment Pr. Seth Moorman-Pastor of Family Life & Youth, ext. 13 

smoorman@bethanylutheran.org 

As the calendar flips to February, we often focus on the 14th of the month.  Perhaps we have given in to corporate pressure or 
have succumbed to the marketing strategies of card companies, but there is no doubt, in February we think about love.  Love 
seems to be an elusive goal in a world filled with partisanship and the desire to be right about everything.  So often we get love all 
messed up.  But God doesn’t.  It has been said that one of the main characteristics of God is Love.  This is not a love that is fleet-
ing or fair weathered.  It is a love that breaks all bounds and holds no conditions.  This love is found over and over again in the 
pages of Scripture and in the person of Jesus.   
 
Perhaps you have seen this before but by using Scripture we can share a love letter from God.  Take some time today to read 
this and share it with your family this season.  
 

My little child, I love you. (John 15:9)  
 
I have called you by your name, you are mine. (Isaiah 43:1) Before I formed you, I knew you. And before you were 
born, I consecrated you. (Jeremiah 1:5). You did not choose me, I chose you. (John15:16). Beloved, I wish above all 
things that you prosper and be in good health, even as your soul prospers. (3rd John 2). Because you are precious to 
me, and honored, I love you. (Isaiah 43:4).  I have loved you with an everlasting love and I will continue my Constant 
love. (Jeremiah 31:3). How can I abandon you? My love for you is too strong. (Hosea 11:8). I love you so much that I 
hung on the cross at Calvary. I died for you, and by believing in Me you will have everlasting life (John 3:16). Can a 
woman forget her own baby and not love the child she bore? Yet, even should she forget, I will never forget you. I  
cannot forget you. See, I have graven you in the palm of my hands. (Isaiah 49:15-16). For I, the Lord your God, am 
holding you by the right hand. (Isaiah 41:13).  
 
I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS UNTIL THE END OF THE WORLD (Matthew 28: 20). Do not let your heart be troubled, 
trust in me. (John 14:1). I will help you. (Isaiah 41: 14). When you pass through the deep waters, I will be with you. 
Your troubles will not overwhelm you. The hard trials that will come will not hurt you. (Isaiah 43:2). When you walk 
through the valley of the shadows of death, do not be afraid because I am with you. My rod and my staff will comfort 
you. I will lead you in the path of righteousness. (Psalms 23). I will give you peace in the midst of a storm, not as the 
world gives. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. (John 14:27) Peace I give which will pass all       
understanding and shall keep your heart and mind. (Philippians 4:7). When you lie down do not be afraid, your sleep 
shall be sweet (Proverbs 3: 24). My love for you will keep your dwelling safe (Psalm 4:8). Beloved my eyes are upon 
you and I will give you hope, for I am merciful (Psalm 33:18) You will have access to my grace and rejoice in hope 
while sharing in the glory of my Father. (Romans 5:2). I will give you joy and peace. The mountains and hills will sing, 
and the trees will clap their hands before you. (Isaiah 55:12) You may have sorrow now, but I will see you again, and 
your heart will rejoice and no one will take your joy from you (John 16:22). Do not worry (Luke 12:9). Even the hairs of 
your head have all been counted, so there is no need to be afraid of anything (Matthew 10:30). The mountains may 
depart and the hills will be shaken but my steadfast love for you will never end. (John 54:10). Come unto me, all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest (Matthew 11:28). Come, my love (Solomon 2:10). Come, I will 
lead you into solitude and there I will speak tenderly to your heart. I will be true and faithful. I will show you constant 
love and make you mine forever. I will keep my promise, and you will really know me then as never before (Hosea 
1:14, 19-20).  
 
I AM WHO I AM (Exodus 3:14). I am the Lord your God. (Hosea 13:4).  
 
Your Faithful Friend,  
Jesus Christ, your Savior 

mailto:smoorman@bethanylutheran.org
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GriefShare -  
Our new session of Griefshare begins on Sunday, February 10 at 1:00PM in 
the Multi Purpose Room of the school, Room #215. Please be reminded 
that GriefShare is a 13 week DVD/ discussion based class for those who are 
experiencing the grief of losing a loved one, or some other major loss in 
one’s life. Should you know of any individuals who might benefit from a sup-
port group of this nature, please pass the word to them, or let me know as I 
send out postcards of invitation. Thanks in advance for keeping this ministry 
in your prayers!  I am blessed to be able to serve this group as a leader…  
 

Annual Golf Tournament -  
The tournament is Friday, March 22, 1:00PM at Lakewood 
Country Club. The cost remains $125/golfer. Our committee is 
excited about the various changes, so get your teams       
together now! See our table in Friendship Square or go online 
to print the registration form. Let’s fill the course with Bethany 

golfers (and friends)! Look for fliers, as they are out and available! Something 
new – spouses or others are able to join us for the dinner and raffle at a cost 
of $25. Please be sure to note their participation on the flier and add the extra 
$$$! 

 In Christ,  
 

Karl Fink 
Director of Christian Education and Care 

Karl Fink-DCE, ext. 19 

kfink@bethanylutheran.org  
DCE Care Ministry News 

Bethany on the Go 2019 
There are TWO great opportunities to join your friends for Bethany on the Go adventures.  
 

1) “Steps of St Paul” from June 27-July 8, 2019…Round trip Athens 
There a few spots open on the Trafalgar guided trip to Greece. 

  

Travel in the footsteps of St. Paul to Greece. See the Acropolis in Athens, visit Thessaloniki and Philippi where Paul 
preached the Gospel. View the ruins of Corinth where he lived and worked with Priscilla and Aquila, take a three-day Greek 
Isles cruise to Mykonos, Santorini and Crete, walk the streets of ancient Ephesus.  
 

Your trip includes:  
 -Expert trained travel director  -3 and 4 star hotel accommodations 
 -Sightseeing in all major cities  -9 dinners, 3 lunches and 11 breakfasts 
 -3 day Cruise    -Luxury air conditioned coach transportation 
Add the Optional Rome Extension: Four nights visiting The Vatican, The Catacombs and Ancient Rome.  
Please contact our travel experts Justin and Amanda at CTA travel at 800.758.4955 for all the details. 

   

2)  Sunday, March 31 @ Rolling Hills Covenant Church, The Pageant of Our Lord. 
Pageant of Our Lord is a theatrical masterpiece that places live models into some of the world’s most renowned works of art. 
The concept finds its roots in Laguna Beach’s Pageant of the Masters and has continually utilized the talents of over 400 
volunteers each year to present the Gospel in a unique and powerful way. Accompanied by an inspiring musical score pre-
sented by the Rolling Hills Covenant Sanctuary Choir and Orchestra, and narrated with an original script each year, the Pag-
eant has painted a canvas of emotions and touched the hearts of thousands who have attended the event over the past 31 
years. 
 

Tickets are reserved for Sunday, March 31, 2019 6:00 PM performance. We will take a bus from Bethany departing at 5:00 
PM. There are a limited number of spots available. Price of the event is $48.00 per person. Please contact Lucy Smith at 
lucysmith99@verizon.net or 562-972-7209 to reserve your spot.  
 

Beutel Scholarship Grant 

Applications: 
          Applications are now being accepted for the    
academic year 2019-2020 & are available in the 
Church Office. These applications are for students 
attending a college or university of our Lutheran 
Church Missouri Synod in preparations for a     
full-time career as a pastor, teacher, deaconess, 
youth director, social worker, lay missionary 
worker, medical missionary, or parish worker. The 
purpose of the grant is to encourage our young 
people to pursue a career in church work and to 
give them assistance in reaching this goal. All 
scholarships are awarded on an annual basis. If a 
student needs scholarship help for the school 
term beginning in the fall of 2019, they must apply 
between January 15 and March 1 of this year.      
          Applications are available in the Church 
Office for completion in a folder marked Beutel             
Scholarships. In order for students to be eligible, 
they MUST Return Applications to the Church 
Office (Elders Box) on or before Friday, March 
1, 2019. Questions? Contact Jim Swick at 
(562)714-3196.  

mailto:kfink@bethanylutheran.org
mailto:lucysmith99@verizon.net
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Lenten Worship Schedule: 
Ash Wednesday - March 6 - 9:00AM (school chapel), 4:00PM 
& 7:00PM *No Soup Supper 
 
Mid-Week Lenten fellowship and worship.  
Our dates are March 13, 20 & 27 and April 3 & 10: 
 

 5:00-6:30PM - Soup Supper 
   

 5:50-6:50PM - Communion Preparation Class  
  (gr.5-8) *See article on this page for details. 
  

 7:00PM - Lenten Worship 
 
Palm Sunday - April 14 
 
Maundy Thursday - April 18 @ 7:00PM 
 
Good Friday - April 19 @ 1:00PM & 7:00PM 
 
Easter Sunday - April 21 @ 8:00AM, 9:30AM, 10:55AM 

Preparation Class for  

Receiving the Lord’s Supper 
Confirmation at Bethany is the means by which we prepare 
our youth for worthy reception of the Lord’s Supper. This  
portion of the Catechism is taught on Wednesday evenings 
during Lent. The class is intended for 5th graders who 
plan to be confirmed at the end of their 8th grade year; 
and this class will also be attended by 6th, 7th & 8th 
graders currently in our Confirmation classes that have 
not yet made it to the Communion Preparation course. 
The 5-week class is for both the student and at least ONE 
parent.  
 
This year our sessions will begin on Wednesday, March 
13th at 5:50PM in the Youth Room and concludes on 
Wednesday, April 10th. Each class will end in time for the 
student and their family to attend our mid-week 7:00PM 
Lenten worship. Those completing the course will be able to 
receive their First Communion on either Palm Sunday or 
Maundy Thursday.  
 
If you plan to have your child attend these classes     
contact Kayleigh Lopez by Wednesday, February 27.  
 
-Kayleigh Lopez, DCE  
klopez@bethanylutheran.org 

Message from our Admissions Director... 

It’s February!!!! And it’s Fabulous! Our school campus is so busy with learning and activities! As our church is under        
construction, we’re adapting and having our Wednesday chapel services for K-8, and Tuesday chapel for preschool, in the 
gym. You’re always welcome to join us! Hard to believe, but it’s also time for registration for the 2019-2020 school 
year! We have so much to offer to families and we hope you’ll share our story with your friends who have school age        
children. Our K-8 school will begin its’ 73rd year! Our academics prepare our students for the specialty programs and high 
schools that they and their families want them to attend. Our middle school program includes Spanish, electives and a faculty 
advisor for each student. We focus on a whole child education so everyone has music, art, computer and PE classes, and 
either an iPad or a Chromebook in the classroom! We teach the very same values that most families teach in their homes, 
and we actively participate with service learning – giving back to others in our community. This month we’ll be preparing for 
our Curiosity Fair and Open House on March 8th, 6:30-8:00PM. We hope you’ll plan on joining us for this very special eve-
ning!  Thank you for your continued support from your Preschool and K-8 schools!  
 

Kathy Tucker - Admissions Director 
Bethany Lutheran School 

562/420-7783 x 54    
www.bethanylutheran.org 

Soup Supper Hosts Needed 
It’s that time of year again...If any group is considering hosting 
a Soup Supper during the Lenten season, please contact Cindy 
Morrison (cmorrison@bethanylutheran.org) in the church office. 
Available dates are March 13, 20, 27 and April 3 & 10. Thank 
you.  

For God so loved the world that he 

gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not 

perish but have eternal life. —John 3:16 

mailto:klopez@bethanylutheran.org
http://www.bethanylutheran.org/
mailto:cmorrison@bethanylutheran.org
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Additional News & Notes: 
 

 Church Offices Closed:  
        Presidents’ Day on Monday, February 18 
 

 MARCH Newsletter Deadline: Articles are due by     
Friday, February 15th. Send articles to Aimee Coleman 
(acoleman@bethanylutheran.org) 

 

 Mission Minded Munchies - There will be “Munchies” for 
sale on Sunday, February 10th during each of the fellow-
ship times after worship. This is a great way to support our 
Mission ministry at Bethany.  

 

 Save the Date! Father Daughter Dance - Be sure to save 
the date for the Annual Bethany Father Daughter Dance! 
The Father Daughter Dance will be on Saturday, May 4, 
from 5-7pm in Hensley Square. All ages of fathers and 
daughters are welcome! 

 

 Electronic Giving: By giving electronically, the amount 
you designate will be withdrawn automatically from your 
checking or savings account on the date(s) you specify. 
You can ensure that Bethany gets your contribution on a 
regular basis, even when you're on vacation. To sign up, 
go to www.bethanylutheran.org, click on "Giving" on the top 

right side of the page. Then follow the easy prompts.   

Online/Text Giving: 
In an effort to be faithful stewards with what God has entrusted us with, there is a new service we are using to help with our call-
ing of being generous believers. We now offer online and text giving to our congregation. The hope and prayer is that offering 
online and text giving will allow us to accomplish a couple of things: 
 
1. Provide flexibility for our members to give how they want to, regardless of day or time. You’ll be able to give your tithes and 

offerings in several different ways. We have a link on our website where you can give. You can also give via text message. 
Our text message number is 562-210-0463 (see next article below). You can also give with a credit card or debit card with 
any of the giving mediums mentioned above.   

 
2. Second, it will help all of us better develop a habit of giving regularly. Online giving is going to help us be better stewards of 

affording you the opportunity to give on a regular basis. You will be able to set up recurring tithes and offerings. 
 
You are encouraged to visit Bethany’s website.  Pray about how God is calling you to give and be a faithful and obedient steward 
in our mission of making disciples. If you have any questions, please contact Maraley Shaeffer at 
mshaeffer@bethanylutheran.org or (562) 421-4711 or Teresa Ivins at ttivins@gmail.com or 562-577-2271.  
 
 
We have added Text Giving as a way for you to donate. It’s incredibly easy and secure to give. Here’s how to set up text giving 
on your phone:  

 Step 1 – Text the donation amount that you want to give to (562) 210-0463. 

 Step 2 – Fill out the brief, one-time form to safely link your card to your account. 

 Step 3 – you donation will be processed! It’s that easy. 
You can also text the amount and the fund name where you want to give (such as 100 Renaissance). 

Thank You: 
On behalf of the entire Cordova Family we want to say thank 
you for all of the prayers during my Mother Isabel Cordova’s 
illness and all of the text messages, emails, cards, flowers, 
and support at the visitation and service after my Mother’s 
passing.   
 

I want to personally thank Karl Fink who visited my Mother 
often while she was in the hospital and prayed with her which 
brought her peace.  Aaron and I are so blessed to have such 
a supportive and loving family at Bethany Lutheran 
Church.  Thank you for your prayers, kind words and support 
during this difficult time. – Roberta and Aaron  

Family Ice Skating: 
 

Saturday, February 23rd from 1:00-3:00PM 
at Paramount Iceland. The Address is 8041 
Jackson Street in Paramount, CA 90723.  
Cost is $10 per person + $4 Skate Rental.  

 

This is NOT a drop off event.  
All children must be accompanied by an adult.  

 

Questions? Pr. Seth at smoorman@bethanylutheran.org or 
call (562) 421-4711, ext. 13 

mailto:acoleman@bethanylutheran.org
http://www.bethanylutheran.org/
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRh3nxy3QFunWBeGsVk31oe-hjXsUKRLlmI4vCU4-rZZZ2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboue9zSKgZdpX6SX1WEBBDosI=&ver=3
mailto:mshaeffer@bethanylutheran.org
mailto:ttivins@gmail.com
mailto:smoorman@bethanylutheran.org
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