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About the tests… 
•ITBS:    Iowa Test of  Basic Skills 

•Form E-new in 2013 

•Given in Grades 3-8 

•CogAT:  Cognitive Abilities Test 

oGiven in Grades 3, 5, and 7 



ITBS: What is tested? 
 

•English Language Arts: 
oReading 
oWritten Expression 
oConventions of  Writing 
oVocabulary 

•Mathematics 
oMathematics 
oComputation 

•Science 
•Social Studies 



CogAT: What is tested? 
•Given in Grades 3, 5 and 7. 
•Measures learned reasoning and problem-
solving skills in three areas- 

•Verbal ability 
•Nonverbal ability 
•Quantitative ability 
 

•These abilities are good predictors of  
school success.  CogAT does not measure 
effort, attention, motivation and work habits, 
which are also key. 
 
•CogAT is NOT an IQ test. 



Score Reports 



 

 

•NPR-  

o“National Percentile Rank” 

oTells the percentage of  students who scored 
LOWER than this student at this grade level. 

oThink of  the NPR as a race of  100 students.  If  your 
child is in the 99th percentile, there are 98 kids 
BEHIND him or her in the race.   

oThe 50th percentile is average. 

oThe test is designed to force scores into a standard 
bell curve, so the test always contains items that are 
very easy, very hard and just right. 

 



If  your child is in Grades 3, 5 or 7, you 
will also see: 

 

 

 

•PNPR-  

oPredicted National Percentile Rank” 

oTells how the student was predicted to perform 
based on their CogAT score.  

oYour child’s score may be higher or lower than 
predicted, based on their abilities. 

 



If  your child is in Grades 3, 5 or 7, you 
will also see: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

•Cognitive Abilities Test scores for Verbal, Quantitative, 
and Nonverbal.  These are combined for a Composite 
score. 

 

 



•Ability Profile: Weird set of  numbers and letters in the 
upper right corner. 

oGo to www.riversidepublishing.com 
oChoose “Products A-Z” 
oFind Cognitive Abilities Test-7 under “C” 
oLook for Ability Profile Interpretation System 
toward the top of  the page. 
oEnter your child’s data for information. 

If  your child is in Grades 3, 5 or 7, you will also see: 



For all grades: 
 

 

 

 

•The paragraph on the right has some 
helpful information for interpreting your 
child’s scores. 

 

 



If  you have questions regarding your child’s test scores, we 
are happy to meet with you.  

Please contact the school office to set up an appointment.  
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