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God Gathers Us In His Presence

APRIL 19, 2020

+

WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP:
Leader:

On this most holy day of days be laud and jubilee and praise:
To God your hearts and voices raise.

People:

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

OPENING PRAYER:
Leader:

Gracious Father and Lord of Life, You reach out to us amid our fears

People:

with the wounded hands of Your Risen Son.

Leader:

You enter into our minds filled with doubts and hearts filled with anxieties

People:

as You breathe out upon us Your Spirit.

Leader:

You come to us who believe, but have not seen

People:

and again open the eyes of faith
to receive the fullness of Christ's blessings,

ALL:

Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
+ one God, now and forever. Amen.
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OPENING HYMN:

“O Sons and Daughters of the King”

LSB 470 st. 2, 3 & 4

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

SECOND ARTICLE OF THE APOSTLES’ CREED: (and its meaning according to
Luther’s Small Catechism)
People:
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Leader:

What does this mean?
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People:

+

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God,
begotten of the Father from eternity,
and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord,
who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person,
purchased and won me from all sins, from death,
and from the power of the devil;
not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood
and His innocent suffering and death;
that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom
and serve Him in everlasting righteousness,
innocence and blessedness,
just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.
This is most certainly true.

God Gives Us the Gift of His Word

SCRIPTURE READING: Psalm 100

Shout happily to the LORD, all the earth.
Serve the LORD cheerfully.
Come into His presence with a joyful song.
Realize that the LORD alone is God.
He made us, and we are His.
We are His people and the sheep in His care.
Enter His gates with a song of thanksgiving.
Come into His courtyards with a song of praise.
Give thanks to Him; praise His name.
The LORD is good.
His mercy endures forever.
His faithfulness endures throughout every generation. – GW ®
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THE HOLY GOSPEL:

John 20:19-31

That Sunday evening, the disciples were together behind locked doors because they were
afraid of the Jews. Jesus stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you!”
When He said this, He showed them His hands and His side. The disciples were glad to
see the Lord.
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, so I am sending
you.” After He had said this, He breathed on the disciples and said, “Receive the Holy
Spirit. Whenever you forgive sins, they are forgiven. Whenever you don’t forgive them,
they are not forgiven.”
Thomas, one of the twelve apostles, who was called Didymus, wasn’t with them when
Jesus came. The other disciples told him, “We’ve seen the Lord.”
Thomas told them, “I refuse to believe this unless I see the nail marks in His hands, put
my fingers into them, and put my hand into His side.”
A week later Jesus’ disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Even
though the doors were locked, Jesus stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!”
Then Jesus said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and look at My hands. Take your
hand, and put it into My side. Stop doubting, and believe.”
Thomas responded to Jesus, “My Lord and my God!”
Jesus said to Thomas, “You believe because you’ve seen Me. Blessed are those who
haven’t seen Me but believe.”
Jesus performed many other miracles that His disciples saw. Those miracles are not
written in this book. But these miracles have been written so that you will believe that
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and so that you will have life by believing in Him.
– GW ®

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
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SERMON HYMN:

“O Sons and Daughters of the King”

LSB 470 st. 5, 6 & 7

PRAYERS:
Leader:
People:

Dear Lord, You are the Friend of Sinners… Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our Prayer.

Leader:
People:

Dear Lord, You are the Good Shepherd… Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our Prayer.

Leader:
People:

Dear Lord, You are the Great Physician… Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our Prayer.

Leader:
People:

Dear Lord, You are the True Vine… Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our Prayer.

Leader:
People:

Dear Lord, You are God’s own Son who has taught us to pray:
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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+ We Give Thanks for God’s Word +
OFFERING:
If you so desire, Text Giving is now available.
Text GIVE to 562-210-0463. Thank you!
VOLUNTARY
MESSAGE: “A Word of 'Peace' Please!”

+

God Sends Us Forth for Lives of Love and
Service +

THE BLESSING
+

+

+
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ARE YOU RECEIVING THE BETHANY BULLET?
If you would like to receive the Bethany Bullet please email Aimee Coleman
(acoleman@bethanylutheran.org) with your name and email address. The Bethany Bullet is a
weekly capsule of worship highlights and big information that your brain may or may not have
'downloaded' from the prior Sunday. The purpose is to bolster you in faith, build you up in the
key Biblical themes shared the previous Sunday in worship, to bring to mind the important issues
on Bethany's plate and to broaden your awareness of opportunities of service to your Lord, your
church, and your community. Tell a friend about the Bethany Bullet!
COPYRIGHTS:
Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book
©2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. License #000012696
“O Sons and Daughters of the King” LSB 470
Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570-1615; setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941.
Text and music: Public Domain.
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